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Voice of the Voiceless and Helpless people of Vanni

'srepoﬂcmnesomasthevoiceofﬂnvoieclmandhclplmpmleof\lanniwhohadtaken
refuge in about four Grama Niladaris divisions situated along a tiny coastal stretch of the Bay

ochngal(FastemCmstofSﬁLmh.)

Almosttheentirepoptﬂaﬁonof\fmihnmmeimoﬂ:e‘s:fem’ declared by the
Govermment, consisting of the villages of Palaya Mathalan, Puthu Mathalan, Ambalavan
PokkannLValﬁgnuMadmzmﬂMulﬁwaikkal.msumﬂsumhofluﬁhasbcwmem
mymmmmmmmwemmmﬁwonmmofhm
existenoe.thmdsmrvaﬁmmddcknmmnﬁnuemmmdwmandthewiuofmm
beleagwredpeoplemmtadequﬂclybmughtmﬁloﬁghtornotjusﬁﬁablyzepmsmwd.

Fmtheron,ontheomlnnd,inﬁ:mnﬁoncomingot:tﬁ-omVanﬁisoonsidemdonesided,
umﬁableorexaggmateimmeoﬁmhand,ﬁuthSMVmﬁbmughtombythe
lmemationalOrganisaﬁmsswhastthN,ﬁ:elCRC,thelmw,andbyafwlntemational
MndiamhastheBBC,mdtheCNNminadequate.Inthispaﬂmicbackdmp,thisvoicefor
Jmﬁceand?mwasbommdemnesoutﬁomeniinthefmmofﬂﬁswpon.

We intend to highlight the following in this report.
The geographical features of the Safe Area.
The population of Vanni living in the Safe Area.
Existential struggles of the people.

Reliability of the safe area
Freedom of movement.
Food crisis.

Health crisis.

Forced Recruitment.

The plight of the Escapees.

. Ecological Impact.
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TheGeographical Features of the Safe Area.

2. The population.

mghlywuuovetsinlmﬁsﬁcsmﬂxpoptﬂaﬁmof\fmni is in circulation. The
govemnment claims that there are sbout 70,000 people. Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, e
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Indian Foreign Minister, claims 90,000, and the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu , Mr. M.
Wﬁycmlm,m,mmmmmoﬁdmmvmammmmm
about 81,000 families consisting of about 330,000 people. Such data are surprising and
dangeroussoo.ltisnnpﬁsingﬂwinthezl'cum,oonsidnedthemof
Communications Technology, such divergent data exist. It is dangerous, since the
smﬁsﬁcsonthepoptﬂaﬁMWMmofmehasfood,hedﬂl,Mm,
medicine, and provision of other besic facilitics. Therefore it is necessary that an
hnpmiﬂmveyis\mdemkmino:dertomeminﬂ:emmpulaﬁonofvm
Howem-.aocoxdingwuswhoﬁvthanni.ﬂxeremmomthan330.000pcoplefrom
Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu, and parts of Vavunia, Maonar, and Jaffna districts.

. Existential struggles of the people.

Amowmachofacmsmlbcltmmmodaﬁnsalmgeppxﬂaﬁongivwﬁseto
untold humanitarian crises. Pwple,bymmdlnge,ﬁveinmpmﬂinmciose]yknit
tooneanoﬂwr.Thmishadlymyspmbetweenthetansand such a congested
ﬁvhagmakethepeoplevulmablemﬁcmﬂmghIofepidenﬁcs.Nosewagesymmis
wdhblemdmgﬁswnwwdhpmhmdmﬂmmmmmbmeding
gomdformosqdmetc.Tunpomywellsandtoiktpimamfomdhcbmpmximity
mdwnminuﬁmbecomeincvimble.msdem.ismnnallyﬁuﬁwdindrﬁ:ﬁng
wmmmmcesmdmestivcmmmpﬁmofwwwkwﬂnwensnmdryormm
salty.Duetolmkufmﬂetﬁcﬂiﬁmthelzmmwlmwesaterﬁblestench.

Un,thewhole,thcsim:ﬁooinSafeAmismmhworseﬂmMisfound in the slums
scattered around large cities of Asia. A cultured and civilized group of people have
been brought so low, is highly regrettable.

Reliability of the Safe Area.

Mplmednwkaﬂn,mdﬂ\ehonendouswmtswhichmfoldedthemhavebeen
deeply etched in the minds and hearts of the people. Averages of 30 t0 50 people are
killed and many more are wounded daily. Occasionally the number killed goes beyond
70 or 80 and the number of injured goes well beyond 100, As a result, most of the tents
havegotinbuiltbmkm&?qtnpsthiscmﬂdbctheonlySafeAminAsiawhich
contains such a large oumber of bunkers.

Hnwwer.ﬂxpuseMSafeAmawasmnsidaudoompuaﬁvelybewmmthepmﬁous
ones by the people. Peoplegotkilledincimﬁkem;wdwormsandthemwasm
time for a decent burial at all, earlier. At times, those killed weré abandoned like dead
anhnalsinmefaneofinoemtshclﬁng.mmmmmhmiﬁauhehospital& No
coffins were available due 1o shoriage of wooden planks, Dead bodies abandoned or
buﬁcdinahunywmmmxdeiOnIythedﬁdbodieshmughtmmchospitals
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were recorded. Whowouldduemriskoneslifeinom:omrieveadudmlaﬁvc

amidst intense and indiscriminate shelling? Compared to these grucsome events in the
i mSafeAxu,homswmlessinﬂ:ep:mtSafemHowever,themsem

SafeAmaisfastmingomtobcequﬂy,ifmtmowdmmmmdgmm!

5, Freedom of Movement.

Wedisplmdpwplcmumblemcbmsetheplmthcyﬁkcwhichﬂnywnsider safe. Both
the parties to the conflict obstruct such moves of the people. The Government accuses that the
LTTEisnotallowingthepeopletogowtofVannianditismwwamﬁinextwLOnlythose
injured, sick, or elderly are permitted to go out of Vanni by the LTTE. But about 40,000 people
have found their way into areas controlled by the Government. But these people are compelled
to stay inside the “Welfare Centers’ or ‘Open Prisons’. The names vary depending on which
side of the divide one is. Freedom of Movement is severely curtailed in these centers.

TheUNagemiesuﬁoﬂwrs,whoadvmtheevacuaﬁonofpwpkﬁomVamibasedonﬂn
principle of Freedom of Movement of the people, do not raise their voices against the severe
curtailment of the freedom of movement of the people sheltered in these centers. We find it
difficult to comprehend such double stamdards.
Furthcr,thepéoplelmvcgotﬂlcirﬁgbttomyintheirownplamweninﬁm&sofwarwhichis
guaranteed by the International Conventions on waging war. But no International Agency such
as the UN or others has showed their opposition to herd like chasing of the people away from
ﬂwirhomesand\dllagesbyﬁwpurﬁatomemnﬂiu.

6. FOOD CRISIS

The availability of the staple food, rice, is fast approaching extimction. Even the rice that is
avaihblecostsRS.IBOhWMﬂmmdmimpowduhawbwomcminthes}mps.
Vegetables and fruits are not available at all. Nutritious food for children and pregnant and
Jactating mothers, the sick and the elderly is not available. Soya meoet has almost become
extinct. Even what is rarely available oostsRS.3500f=meilo.DriedChiliesmdmaﬁnd
have almost disappeared. Dried chilies cost RS. 4000/= and Tamarind costs Rs.600/~. A kilo of
ﬁﬁcoswmorcthanRs.lOOO#.Fuelhasnotbeensenttoniforalongﬁme.
Inshort,:hereisavcrysevmsluuseofﬁscnﬁal foodiwms.'l‘hepriocsofthzavailablc
itemshaveslqrmcketcdwhileﬂlepmchasingpowcrofthepeople have reached the rock
bottom. Fmdisbroughlbythoship&Smaﬂcrshipsbringabmnlﬂ—ZOMroffood.Abigger
ship brought 500 MT of food on 07.03.2009. Off loading and distribution of the food items are
carried out amidst great difficulties.
Wecmseethemulﬁplimﬁonofthema:kid:shops.Mostlyabamhnedgoodsmsoldhm
One finds vehicle spare parts, cloﬂms.comeﬁcitems,salt,spioesac-——aﬂ unrelated items, sold
attlmcad—hoc,andopenairsinps.Thehatdeamedsavingsofﬂ:epwplehavemelmdduﬁng
mulﬁpledisplncemmtsandtheydependonﬂmdwnﬁomimwdtothem for survival, But the
quantityoffooditemsbmughtbyﬂreshipsismﬂyinaﬁcimttobedisuibumdamongthc
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displaced people. Further due to non availability of proper storage facilitics, attempts are made
to distribute the food as soon as the food is unloaded from the ships and boats.

It is a very difficult and dedicated operation by the local Government officials and helpers and
ICRC and UN officials, as it is raining very heavily in Vanni now since 08.03.2009.

7. Health crisis.

Life in an uninhabitable stretch of coastal belt, congested living under worn out tarpaulin
sheets, depleted water resources, non availability of toilet facilities, sewage system and garbage
systems, non availability of nutritious food, pollution caused by the explosions of shells and
bombs, particularly the chemicals secpinginwthemurmomesandmtmﬁmﬁng them,
destruction of flora, the scorching sun, and the biting cold interspersed with heavy rains all
add to the woes and tragedyofﬁmepeople,whoalsomfncingacmel war for the last
two years.

Deaths and injuries, starvation and illnesses continue to assanlt the people amidst a severe
shortage of medicines, medical staff and infrastructural facilities. Constant exposure 10
incessant explosions leave the people, particularly the children, pregnant and lactating mothers,
hemtpaﬁents,andmeclderssevmlymmﬁmd.

‘However, the tireless and dedicated services of the available Doctors and the staff are praise

worthy. It is teally consoling that the wounded and those seriously ill are transported by ships
for further treatment to Trincomalee by ICRC amidst great difficulties

Medicincswhichamallowedtobelmugmbyshipsammullyinmﬂicientmcauerlbcrising
medical needs of the people. Antibiotic drugs and syrups, vaccines, [Vfluids, analgesics,
snrgicalitems,conon,ganze,leevmiacminacmmseandthismedswhzmmedied
very urgently to save the lives of the people.

Ecological Impact:

lnmmwhmabomsooowopkhmbiﬁed,thewlmkpomnﬂionofmeiinhabitsmw.
Bmmw,muamﬂmﬂmwmmwinmismdugmaﬂly. In order to put up
bunkers, thousands of palmyrah and coconut trees have been cut. Other trees are being cut for
ﬁrewmdhymchundmdsothoumdsofpeoplewhomdepﬂvedoffunloroookers.Ana:ea
tlmthadacanopyofﬂmemhasbwomcbamnnow.Adrymcdepriwdofimg:uncry
will have to face disastrous consequences in the future.

Besides, tens of thousands of shells which explode day after day and the hundreds of bombs
which are dropped ﬁ'omthcplanwdestroysﬂnclmﬂseapemdiwfaﬁlity.mekemd
fumes emanated lead to pollution of the atmosphere and heaith hazards. Chemicals of these
shells and bombs seeping into the soil pollute the waler resources as well. With heavy rain
waternowseepingdeepinmdlesoil,onemeasﬂyimaginethchmkhdisaﬂerthatisgoingto
take place in the near and distant future.

Conclusion:
TheSafeAreadeclmedbyﬂn&omnmentisaUuihmaImc.Ihcoﬂ:erpwwlhemnﬂict
hasnotendorsedthismdisthuefmmtcommiuedtoitFunh:r,thﬂeisnolmemaﬁoml
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Bodytonmnitorit.Becmlseofth&semasonsmwhinnoocmbloodlnsbemshedand
thousands of innocent civilians have been brutally killed and maimed for life in the Safe Area
itself. Such Unilateral declarations of Safety Areas, beginning from Visvamadu-Oddusuddan,
mthcptuentoneseemmbeamniunysuuegymhathmahwdatsavingthepeople. Such
exercises become futile and dangerous without a commitment elicited from the LTTE too. f
done so, then the Safe Arcas will serve their purposes.

Based on the issues mentioned above in our report, we propose the following proposals
definitively and decisively. We believe thar there is no other way to arrest the great human
tragedy that has exploded in Vanni. Further, we believe that what we propose below is the
barest minimum solution that would grind to a halt this ongoing and slow hant steady Genocide.
Based on the Conventions of the UN on Refugees and their inalienable rights for the
protection and well being , we put forward these proposals before the world community, in the
nameoftheexalwdvalwsofﬂmmnDignity,DamocncyandPlumlityandonbehalfofthe
people of Vanni who deeply feel let down and trapped and who are in agony :

1. Transform the present Safc Area into Zone of Security with a BILATERAL AGREEMENT
by the parties to the conflict assuring accountability and monitored by an Intemational Body

7 Establish a well equipped hospital managed and maintained by an International Body.

3 In order to facilitate the above mentioned in a conducive political atmeosphere, establish a
CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES.

Kindlydothcneedﬁﬂanduscyommﬁnﬂuenmonﬁepmﬁﬁmmedinordertorealizc
auueandeffecﬁveSafeAm.Wennkeﬁkardentappulintmltandhopethatthe
World Community will prevent the bunkers of these helpless people from becoming their
own barisl grounds!!!

FOR OBVIOUS REASONS THE IDENTITY OF THE AUTHOR IS NOT REVEALED.
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